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Josh is not good at playing the piano.
Josh doesn’t know the violin sonata well.
Josh is absent from school today.

The violin sonata is very difficult to perform.

A large black T-shirt and a medium black T-shirt.
A large black T-shirt and a medium yellow T-shirt.
A large vellow T-shirt and a medium vellow T-shirt.

A large vellow T-shirt and a medium black T-shirt.

One Caramel Donut and three Snow Black Donuts.
One Caramel Donut and two Snow Black Donuts.
Three Caramel Donuts and one Buttermilk Donut.

Three Caramel Donuts and three Buttermilk Donuts.
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. Both Shota and Yusuke hit a home run again.
s (1 )[ 7 are / 4 baseball / ¥ great / T how / & players / # they /

# what ]!

: Look at this picture! (2)[ 7 do / 4 know / ¥ picture / T taken /

4 think / # this / ¥ was / 7 where / % you ]?

. Of course, it’s a picture of Horyuji Temple, right?

: Actually, it's not. It’s a photo of Shitennoji Temple.

: Hi. You seem really happy today. What happened?
. Hello, Mr. White. I'm excited because my mother (3)[ 7 come /

4 friends / ¥ invite / T let / # me / & my / ¥ my birthday party /
7 to ]!

. That sounds fantastic! How many friends are you inviting?

: 'm inviting five friends. I hope they all can come.

: How do you usually come to school?

: I walk most days. It's just a 10-minute walk.

: Oh, really? I usually take the bus. It’s faster than walking.

: I see. Ilike walking. It's good exercise, so you should try.

: I want to try, but(4)[ 7 an/ A for / ¥ half / = hour / & it / # more /

* takes / 7 than / % walk / 3 to ] from my house to school.




XEEE

® = W

®

: I'm really nervous about the soccer game next week.

: I understand. I used to feel the same way before games.

: Really? How did you deal with it?

: I read this book. (5)[ Tany/ A calm/ % how/ T I/ & it/ # keep/

F tells / 7 to/ % under ] condition.

. That sounds helpful. Can I borrow it?

> Of course! Good luck on the game.
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“Mum?” Conor stepped into the kitchen and asked. He knew she wouldn’t be
in there because the first thing she always did was to prepare hot water, but he
couldn’t hear the kettle, He didn’t want to surprise her, just in case she fell asleep
somewhere she didn’t ( Ajwamt to.

She wasn’t in the kitchen. She was probably still up in her bed. It [ a |
Conor would have to make his own breakfast, something he got used to doing. He
nodded to himself and said, “Breakfast.”

Some bread in the toaster, some *cereal in a bowl, some juice in a glass, and he
sat down at the little table in the kitchen to eat. His mum had her own bread and
cereal which she bought at a health-food shop in town and which Conor thankfully
didn’t have to share. It tasted as unhappy as it looked.

He was already in his school uniform, his bag packed for the day and waiting by
the front door. He did all things for himself as usual.

Conor took another bite of his cereal. It was the only sound in the whole house.

He finished his cereal and toast, drank the last of his juice then put the dishes in
the dishwasher.

“Conor? " his mum asked at the kitchen door.

“Yes, Mum,” Conor said, with his bag in his hand.

“Are you sure?”

“Yes, Mum.”

She didn’t seem to believe him. Conor rolled his eyes. “Toast and cereal and
juice,” he said. “I put the dishes in the dishwasher.”

“You're a good boy,” she said. Though she was smiling, he could hear ( 1 )
in it, too. “I'm sorry I wasn’t up.”

“It’s okay.”

“I went to see the doctor yesterday and he told me to try stronger medicine
and —

“It's okay,” Conor said.

She stopped, but she still smiled back at him. She didn't tie her scarf around
her head vet this morning, and her hairless head looked too soft in the morning
light, like a baby’s. It made Conor’s stomach hurt.

“I forgot [ b ] you,” she said, lightly, “your grandma is coming by



tomorrow.”

Conor’s shoulders sank, “Aw, Mum.”

“I know,” she said, “but you shouldn’t have to make your own breakfast every
morning.”

“Every morning?” Conorsaid. “[__ 11|~

“Conor —"

“We don’t need her here. We've been okay so far —”

“Conor, stop it!” said his mum. There was a long silence. “T'll try to keep it as
short as possible, okay?” she said. “T know you don’t like ( 2 ) your room,
and I'm sorry. But I have asked her [ ¢ ] and help us, all right?”

Conor had to sleep on the sofa every time his grandmother came to stay. But
(B )that wasn't it.

“Only a couple of nights,” his mum said, “Don’t worry, okay?”

He played with the *zipper on his bag without [ d ] anything.

Maybe grandma staying in his room wasn’t the worst thing that could happen.

“She’s going to bring me some of her old *wigs, if you can believe it.” She
touched her head with her free hand. “I'll look like a *zombie *Margaret
Thatcher.”

“I'm going to be late,” Conor said.

“Okay, sweetheart.” She kissed him. “ ,” she said again.

@

c >I wish you didn’t have to be so good.”

4 *cereal : ¥ T *zipper [ YuN—, T e XF—, Fruw s *wig l D 5
*zombie ! V v E

*Margaret Thatcher : ¥ —# L v b » % o F v — (EETIAELEE)

i1l TR (A) OBRAREBENTVS 2ELELL I,

M2 2 [ a 1~[ d ] kAsmEbEUSHHEL2ZLZThKko [ )
N6 123 0@, VNEBEIIEUTHETGREZEZTEL R L, 7L,
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[ come / go / mean / say / tell ]
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[ T ]

7. Did you call me?

4. Did you try my breakfast?
%7, Have vou done the dishes?
x. Have you had breakfast?
[T ]
7. How long is she going to be here?
4. How wonderful to be able to have her here every morning!
7. Idon’t eat breakfast.
x.. I wish she were here forever!
[ m ]
7. Don't be late for school
41 . Goodbye
7. It’s okay
x. You're a good boy

4 =g (1), (2 ) KASRLETLBLOEZNENRDOT ~Ih b
122U, EETEANLSI VY,
(1) 7. anger 4 . excitement %. happiness T. sadness

(2) 7. beingused 4. cleaningup 7. givingup  *. takingover
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7. Conor enjoyed making his breakfast.

=

. When Conor saw his mother’s head that morning, he felt uncomfortable.

. Conor’s mother avoided talking about her illness because she didn’t want

Conor to feel sad.

. Conor’s mother was getting worse but Conor didn’t want to accept it.

Conor didn’t like staying with his grandmother because he didn’t like her.



ROXBEZTAT, BOBWICELLI WV,

Dogs are often called “man’s best friend” and have been the topic of many
studies about how they can improve our health and bring us happiness. *The
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) says about
78 million dogs are owned as pets in the United States. It is not clear when dogs
were first *domesticated, but a study published last year shows that, at least in
Europe, dogs were domesticated between 20,000 and 40,000 years ago.

It is said that humans and dogs have shared a special bond of friendship and
supported each other ever since ancient times — but why has this bond lasted so
( 1 )? Of course, these cousins of the wolves have historically been good at
protecting us, guarding our houses and *cattle. Humans have also trained dogs to
assist them by pulling *sleds with people and goods in snowy areas, and even have
*bred many new types for practical purposes including hunting. However, dogs
are also (2 ). Dogs are well known for strictly obeying their masters and
they are always trying to put a smile on their masters’ faces.

For example, owning a dog reduces a person’s risk of early death
by up to one-third. Also, dog owners have a lower risk of heart disease. Why

is that? It would be difficult to find a relationship between owning a dog and

enjoying better health. However, the good points may come from lifestyle
(A)

changes that people make after they decide to live with a dog. If you own a dog,

you have to take your dog for a walk at least twice a day — and sometimes even
more. This regular exercise can keep people healthy. [T | Children
whose mothers spent time around dogs during *pregnancy have a low risk of
developing *eczema in early childhood. Also, children who are around bacteria
[ a ] by dogs have fewer *asthma *symptoms.

Another good point of [ b ] your life and home with the four-legged
friends is that they improve our mental health. Dogs are often used as therapy
animals because they have a relaxing effect on people. It is really difficult not
to feel happy, even after a hard day’s work, when you are greeted by a friendly
dog. Researchers explain this feeling comes from a hormone called oxytocin, in
other words, the “love hormone.” When we spend time with dogs,
our oxytocin levels rise, and we can feel better and have more positive social

relationships with others. Brian Hare, a researcher at *Duke University in North



Carolina, says dogs reduce symptoms of *depression and make people stronger
against stress. Therapy dogs, for example, can improve the mental health of
children in hospitals and help people who are suffering from *post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD). When people spend time with a therapy dog, they can receive
trust and big love from the dog. This helps them [ ¢ ] better relationships
with other patients and doctors. They become able to share their feelings and
trust others.

The word “man’s best friend” fits dogs perfectly, and it is not hard to

understand why. (B)The loyalty of a dog toward its owner is something that

cannot be questioned. But in recent vears, (C)the tables have turned; humans

have trusted dogs with their lives more than ever before.

5

7  *The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) : T2 ) #
gl e

*domesticated : EEfbahtz, oSNz fcattle 1 KE  *sled: T

*bred : breed (~%FEHET 3) OBESFEE  *pregnancy : IEIREFRH

*eczema : {Lﬁaf/’)ﬁ *asthma : ¥AE  *symptom @ TER

*Duke University in North Carolina : » — 242 54 ##{7F = — 7 RE

*depression : 9 D¥F

*nost-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) : DEISMEE R + L A EE

11 Z2pgk (1 ), ( 2 ) RALSELEUBLIOEZZNTNROT~Ihi
120&FY, BB TEALI W,

(1) 7. many 4. special 7. strong I. long
(2) 7. useful doctors 4. faithful pets
. helpful hunting assistants .. important cattle
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7.

In addition, dogs can make our health better not just as we grow older,

but also much, much earlier than that: before we are even born.

. In fact, during the last few decades, use of animals in therapy, education,

and care has greatly increased.

. Many studies have shown that having dogs at home is linked to better

physical health.
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